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for food, and that existence for many of the
inhabitants was almost impossible, issued a
proclamation, offering to any of the inhabitants
who liked, free permission to leave the town and
go to the Mahdi. Great numbers availed them-
selves of this permission, and General Gordon
wrote letters to the Mahdi requesting him to
protect and feed these poor Muslim people as
he had done for the last 9 months.
" About January 18, the rebel works having
approached the south front, a sortie was made
by the troops which led to desperate fighting ;
about 200 of the garrison were killed, and
although large numbers of the rebels were said
to have been slain, it does not appear that any
great or permanent advantage was obtained
by titie besieged garrison. On the return of the
troops to Khartoum, after this sortie, General
Gordon personally addressed them, praising
them for the splendid resistance they had made
up to that time, and urging them still to dp their
utmost to hold out as relief was near; indeed
that the English might arrive any day and all
would then be well.
"Gordon continually visited the posts and
personally encouraged the soldiers to stand
firm; it was said during this period that he
never slept. On January 20 the news of the
defeat of the Mahdi's picked troops at Abu Klea
created consternation in the Mahdi's camp, A
council^ of the leaders was held, and it is said
a considerable amount of resistance to the
Mahdi's will, and want of discipline, was shown.
On the 22nd the news of the arrival of the
English on the Nile at Metemma, which was